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StoryBilly’s
Joiner and carpenter.
Featured on Channel 4’s Good With Wood.
Orders from all around the world - 
Australia, New Zealand, Israel.

My name is Billy Walden. I am a joiner, 
carpenter but I take on a variety of 
different projects. I’ve made steel 
frames, a canal boat, barn conversions. 
As long as it’s hands on work I’ll give 
anything a go really. 

Describe a favourite recent 
project 
My favourite recent project was Good 
with Wood. It was a Channel 4 series 
that I filmed. We had to go away for 
eight weeks in total, onto this massive 
Estate and stop in these pods so it was 
like a massive camping trip. Doing the 
TV series was proper enjoyable.

What are the challenges of 
running a small business in the 
Yorkshire Dales?
The challenges of working in the Lakes 
and Dales, are that there are not so 
many timber suppliers around. You’re 
travelling a much greater distance to 
get your bits and bats, rather than just 
popping round the corner.

What are the rewards of 
running a business in the 
Yorkshire Dales?
The rewards are on the customer 
service side. it’s always better to feel 
like a person not a product. That’s a 
bonus to being in a rural area. You 
don’t get that if you are in a city. 
You might never see your customers 
again. But if I make a garden shed for 
Maureen down the street, then I’ll see 
her at the shop so I can ask, ‘How’s 
your garden shed”. I think there’s a lot 
more community in it.

Who is your typical customer?
There’s a huge variety of customers. 
I’ve been in mansions, big businesses, 
little tiny cottages. Customers can be 
anybody. There’s not a set customer 
and there’s not a set type of customer 
and there’s not any set place. I’ve got 
orders form all over the world. There 
have been orders from Australia, New 
Zealand, Jerusalem. People all over the 
world have seen me cutting a piece of 
wood. It’s weird. 

What’s the best piece of advice 
you’ve been given?
It was my granddad that said to me:
‘You’ve got to get a job where you don’t 
know what day it is.’  You don’t want a 
job where you think, I can’t wait until 
Friday when  it’s Monday morning. 
There’s no point in doing a job if you 
don’t enjoy it.

I don’t know what day it is because at 
the end of the day I’m enjoying it.

It was my granddad 
that said to me:
“You’ve got to get a 
job where you don’t 
know what day it is.”

I don’t know what 
day it is because at 
the end of the day I’m 
enjoying it.
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StoryJuliet’s
Artist working predominantly as a 
filmmaker and photographer.
Specialises in portraiture and 
documentary.

My name is Juliet Klottrup. I am an 
artist working predominantly as a 
filmmaker and a photographer. My job 
involves portraiture, a lot of the work I 
do is documentary, so I spend a lot of 
time with my local community trying to 
capture people’s relationship between 
landscape and place. 

What are the benefits of living 
and working in the Yorkshire 
Dales?
It’s a real privilege to live here. The 
Landscape is pretty much unmatched. 
So much of what I do and what I make 
is so centred about where I live.

What inspires you?
I feel like it’s important to capture a 
local archive because these images 
will outlive us all. It’s important to 
not overlook what seems ordinary. E 
everybody has really extraordinary 
stories to tell.

Tell us about your practice as a 
photographer
I use film predominantly in my camera 
or my film camera. I’ve got ten images 
or one reel of a two-minute film so 
you can’t see a digital image of that 
immediately.

There’s a bit more of a closeness to the 
subject because they can’t then just 
alter their image or say,’ Well, actually 
I look a bit odd or whatever.’ It’s as 
close as I can get to the image I’ve just 
photographed in front of me. 

Describe a favourite recent 
project
Youth of the Rural North was a project 
about young people living in the rural 

north in North Yorkshire and Cumbria. 
It was a filmed on Super8 film and then 
I took portraits on photographic film. 
I was lucky that one of the portraits 
was a winner of Portrait of Britain with 
the British Journal of Photography. It 
was exciting that William’s portrait 
was on billboards in London, on the 
Underground, for months. It felt exciting 
to have an important representation 
of rural life in Yorkshire being shown to 
the masses. 

What are the challenges of 
living and working in the 
Yorkshire Dales?
Living rurally can be difficult. I’m lucky 
to have access to a car. The challenges 
are isolation. People are here they’re 
just not in a condensed population.

How has your work changed in 
the last two years?
I would say in the last two years, I’ve 
probably been on more Zooms and 
more creative workshops than ever 
before. So that’s been a real benefit; to 
find this creative community. 

How do you feel about running 
a creative business in the 
Yorkshire Dales?
I’m really inspired about where I live. 
It’s so incorporated into the work I 
make and the stories I’m telling. The 
rewards outweigh the challenges. 

The last two years have given me an 
opportunity to concentrate on and 
solidify my practice.

So now we are coming out of a time of 
turbulence, I feel like I’ve been really 
able to concentrate on the business 

It’s a real privilege 
to live here. The 
Landscape is pretty 
much unmatched. 
So much of what I do 
and what I make is so 
centred about where 
I live.

side of what I do. And sort of feeling 
empowered and owning  that I am also 
a business owner essentially.

And going forward?
I feel really positive about what I do. 
I feel I’ve only scratched the surface 
of the things I want to make and I’m 
feeling more confident about what I do 
and who I am as an artist. 

I can’t believe that in the last two years, 
having such a wobble (where am I 
going… what am I doing? ) I just get to 
make work here. I lift up a stone and 
find out how many gems there are 
locally. How many stories there are.
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Guitar teacher based in Skipton.
Teaches acoustic, electric and classical 
guitar.
Teaches online and in person.

My name is Matthew Annable and 
I’m a guitar teacher based in Skipton. 
I teach acoustic, electric and classical 
guitar to people of all ages. I teach 
online and in person and offer a hybrid 
blend.

What does creativity mean to 
you?
I think arts and creativity are massively 
important to the local community. It 
provides y an opportunity for young 
people to get involved with something 
they are passionate about. It gives life 
to the area.

What inspired you to become a 
guitar/music teacher?
For me, with my job, I wanted to do 
make a difference but at the same 
time make the best use of the skills and 
strengths that I have. 

Why did you decide to set up 
your business in Skipton?
A reward of working in Craven is there’s 
a good sense of community. There is a 
creative community around here and I 
have met people. But it has taken time. 
Prior to that you can sometimes feel 
isolated and feel that other people in 
a small area may not have the same 
passion, interests and cares that you 
do. 

How has the pandemic 
impacted your work?
The pandemic for me was 
professionally challenging but there 
were positives to it. It allowed me to 
find out what it is like to teach people 
online. I have since taught people up in 
Austwick and Settle who wouldn’t want 
to travel to have lessons in person.

What are the challenges of 
running a business here?
It can be easy sometimes to forget you 
are a business because you want to 
help people as much as possible. If you 
don’t set any boundaries as a teacher, 
you can find all your time is taken up. In 
the end it means you have less time to 
improve yourself and generally focus 
on things that will benefit your students. 

What are your next steps?
My next goal is to get into teaching 
more music production, music creation. 
I think this will allow a bunch of young 
people who aren’t interested in 
learning a conventional instrument to 
access music and music creation.

What are the rewards of 
running a creative business?
For me being self-employed is more 
than just a business, it’s part of my life. 
If I don’t care about it or if I don’t run it 
to the best of my abilities, I’m not going 
to enjoy it the same way and it wouldn’t 
be worth doing. 

It’s not just about just playing a guitar, 
it’s about giving people a skill that 
builds their confidence and identity. 
That’s particularly important for the 
younger students.

 

For me being self-
employed is more 
than just a business, 
it’s part of my life.
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StoryVirpi’s
Director and owner of Kettu Studios.
Kettu Studios is an animation, film and 
immersive media production company.
Animation could be for films, for games, 
for TV, commercials or online.

My name is Virpi Kettu. I’m the director 
and owner of Kettu Studios in Skipton. 
Kettu Studios is an animation, film 
and immersive media production 
company. Animation could be for films, 
for games, for TV, commercials or 
online. And immersive media would be 
Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality 
applications for games or phones. Daily 
work involves design, production and 
model making, using computers, pen 
and paper, making models by hand.

What are the benefits of having 
your own creative business?
Being self-employed I’m really happy 
to be able to dictate my hours so I work 
quite late and wake up quite late.

What are the challenges of 
having your own creative 
business?
I find one of the challenges of being the 
owner of a small independent business 
is it’s quite hard to get yourself known 
and heard in the area. And to get 
connected to the outside world.

What are the opportunities for a 
creative a business?
There are opportunities in the Yorkshire 
Dales, like when we did the award-
winning Katie Perry Resilience video 
here in Skipton. It was commissioned 
from Los Angeles, so working 
internationally from Skipton is possible. 
There are opportunities to be had.

What can you tell us about your 
latest project?
Recently I’ve been starting to work with 
Peel Interactive, who are a local game 
making company. We are making this 
Augmented Reality app, The Dogs 
Dales. 

Dogs Dales app is part of Dogs Dales 
intellectual property. It is linked to a 
TV series about the Dogs in the Dales. 
Once you’ve seen the TV series, or even 
without seeing it, you can come to 
Skipton and experience meeting these 
characters featured in the TV series in 
actual locations in Skipton. 

That’s my aim all the 
time, leaving positive 
marks around to 
make the world a 
better place.

What does creativity mean to 
you?
Creativity means being able to absorb 
inspiration where you are and to 
transfer it into projects. And create 
something that leaves a positive mark 
on the world.

That’s my aim all the time, leaving 
positive marks around to make the 
world a better place.
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