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Guitar teacher based in Skipton.
Teaches acoustic, electric and classical 
guitar.
Teaches online and in person.

My name is Matthew Annable and 
I’m a guitar teacher based in Skipton. 
I teach acoustic, electric and classical 
guitar to people of all ages. I teach 
online and in person and offer a hybrid 
blend.

What does creativity mean to 
you?
I think arts and creativity are massively 
important to the local community. It 
provides y an opportunity for young 
people to get involved with something 
they are passionate about. It gives life 
to the area.

What inspired you to become a 
guitar/music teacher?
For me, with my job, I wanted to do 
make a difference but at the same 
time make the best use of the skills and 
strengths that I have. 

Why did you decide to set up 
your business in Skipton?
A reward of working in Craven is there’s 
a good sense of community. There is a 
creative community around here and I 
have met people. But it has taken time. 
Prior to that you can sometimes feel 
isolated and feel that other people in 
a small area may not have the same 
passion, interests and cares that you 
do. 

How has the pandemic 
impacted your work?
The pandemic for me was 
professionally challenging but there 
were positives to it. It allowed me to 
find out what it is like to teach people 
online. I have since taught people up in 
Austwick and Settle who wouldn’t want 
to travel to have lessons in person.

What are the challenges of 
running a business here?
It can be easy sometimes to forget you 
are a business because you want to 
help people as much as possible. If you 
don’t set any boundaries as a teacher, 
you can find all your time is taken up. In 
the end it means you have less time to 
improve yourself and generally focus 
on things that will benefit your students. 

What are your next steps?
My next goal is to get into teaching 
more music production, music creation. 
I think this will allow a bunch of young 
people who aren’t interested in 
learning a conventional instrument to 
access music and music creation.

What are the rewards of 
running a creative business?
For me being self-employed is more 
than just a business, it’s part of my life. 
If I don’t care about it or if I don’t run it 
to the best of my abilities, I’m not going 
to enjoy it the same way and it wouldn’t 
be worth doing. 

It’s not just about just playing a guitar, 
it’s about giving people a skill that 
builds their confidence and identity. 
That’s particularly important for the 
younger students.

 

For me being self-
employed is more 
than just a business, 
it’s part of my life.


